
Like it or not Christmas is on its way so 
why not make the best of it and join our 

party!
I am unashamadly using this column to 
promote the fabulous Billy No Mates 
Christmas Bash!

This is the eighth Christmas the event 
has been held at Beah in Wells and it is 
a lways on the last Fr iday before 
Christmas to ensure a great “end of term” 
atmosphere. This year it is on 18th 
December and starts around 12pm.

Billy No Mates is specifically for those 
business owners who work on their own 
or with just one other. These guys don’t 
have anyone to have their traditional 
Christmas party with and so the Billy No 
Mates bash is designed to fill that hole.

As well as the superb 3 course meal 
cooked by Nichola and her team we have 
crackers and party poppers - although no 
photocopier I am afraid!

Each year the Bash is more and more 
popular and last year we had over 25 
party goers. With a 
mixture of hardened 
‘Billy no maters’ and 
n e w b e e s t h e 
atmosphere is fun 
and inclusive. 

We have the whole 
of the lovely upstairs 
room at Beah and it 
would be lovely if we 
could fill it this year.

I t i s n o t a 
networking event - 
it is a have fun and 
be yourself event. 
Having said that the 
odd business card 
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Note from the editor
Welcome to Bright Business Bulletin the 
newsletter brought to you by Bevan Financial 
Management Ltd. The aim of the newsletter is 
to bring you interesting and relevant content 
on a monthly basis. 

Speaking of (I hope) interesting and 
relevant content my new book Bright 
Business Money is now available on 
Amazon, Kindle and the i-Book store. It’s 
all about helping business owners to 
master their finances so they can achieve 
the success they deserve.

Also a reminder that my app is available to 
download on Apple and Andriod - just search 
Fiona Bevan in the store.

Pooh quote of the month
Each month we look for inspiration from that 
great business guru, Winnie the Pooh. 

Pooh made his mark in the 
100 Acre Wood and 
achieved world domination 
through his clever 
partnering of Disney 
(although my husband              
thinks he sold out!). 

I love this one!:

“Organisation is what you do before you do 
something, so that when you do it, it’s not all 
mixed up.”

Get the party 
started!
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does change hands under the table and 
some good contacts are made to help with  
business in the coming year.

We even have our own website, which 
is billynomates.info where you can find out 
everything you need to know. You can 
download the menu and even book your 
place.

I think the event is great value at £22.50 
including a glass of wine and coffee at the 
end of the meal.

So, if you work on your own and miss the 
days when you worked for a larger 
company, which had a works bash, 
perhaps the Billy No Mates Christmas party 
is for you.

If you are lucky enough to have lots of 
‘friends’ please spread the word.

billynomates.info



Ask Jenny

Jenny is our financial agony aunt and is here 
to answer your questions.

Gerry asks: “It’s coming up to the Christmas 
period and we have always held a Christmas 
party for all staff and partners. This year, 
however, money is tight because a key 
customer has gone out of business. How can 
I reduce expenditure without demoralising 
staff.

Jenny says: “Firstly, I am sure your staff 
are aware of the fact that this customer has 
gone away. They may not have directly 
connected this to any future Christmas party 
but they will know there will be some 
financial impact, at least in the short term.

If your staff do not know this, I think it is 
wise to appraise them of the situation. It 
helps if staff know money is tight because it 
means they have realistic expectations  
about expenditure in other areas too (i.e. pay 
rises). 

It is also important to talk to staff about 
changing circumstances because if you do 
not give them the facts rumours will only 
start - and rumours are generally worse than 
the truth.

With your staff understanding the 
backdrop you can then plan something more 
low key or funded differently.

For example, you can arrange a party but 
only for staff and not their partners. 
Alternatively, you can organise an evening at 
your local pub, including partners, where you 
buy a certain number of rounds of drinks. 
After that they have to fund their own.

Whatever you decide to do if you keep 
staff updated they are unlikely to take the 
change badly.”

Our community
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Featured 
business…
UK 
Industrial 
Supplies

Michael’s Minutes

Don’t forget to move around 
from time to time when you 
are working at your desk. It 
is easy, when you are 
engrossed in something, to 
forget to and this can lead to 
back problems.

Dates for your diary

Good Vibrations
Each month Good Vibrations is on the 2nd 
Monday of the month starting at 5.30pm. It 
has recently moved venue to the Cosy Club, 
Corn Street, Bristol although in certain 
months the venue changes - for example in 
August it is Julian's field! If you want to meet 
some excellent peeps who are genuinely 
interested in helping each other Good 
Vibrations is for you.

I am happy to announce that my 
newsletter will have a more professional feel 
to it from this issue onwards.

The lovely Tom offered to proof read and 
edit my ramblings so that there will be far 
fewer errors and irritants.

Of course I jumped at the offer because I 
am confident my newsletter will benefit 
from a new editorial approach.

It’s lovely of Tom to offer this service as it 
is not his usual day job - which is 
commercial project manager at JWS 
Drylining in North Bristol.

Thanks Tom for giving up your time to add 
the finishing flourishes to my newsletters.

A special 
thanks to…

Thomas 
Woodman-

Povey

Back issues

If you have missed any prior issues of 
Bright Business Bulletin and wish to down 
load a copy you can now do so from my 
website: 
www.fionabevanfinancialmanagement.co.uk
Just click on the Bright Business Bulletin 
button.

The lovely people at UK Industrial Supplies 
provide everything a business needs in 
terms of Health and Safety, cleaning, 
clothing and industrial equipment.

Based in Avonmouth, Bristol they are a 
great business which started out in 1988 
providing work clothing and personal 
p ro tec t i ve equ ipment to indus t ry, 
commerce and local government. It then 
expanded from there.

We have a great diversity of businesses in 
Bristol and the South West and it is always 
great to discover new businesses which are 
thriving locally.

Businesses are required to ensure that 
all their employees are safe at work and 
have the equipment and clothing they need 
to avoid accidents and injury. So it’s good 
to know there is help on our doorstep.

So if you have a need for health and 
safety, or other industrial supplies, it may 
well be worth contacting them to see if they 
supply what you need.

www.ukindsup.co.uk

Partner of the month - Fiona Jones

I have known Fiona for a long time now and have recently asked her to be my compliance 
and tax accountant. I am a great believer in delegating anything I am not proficient at and 
as I don’t do tax and compliance myself, am perfectly happy to delegate this work to 
Fiona. There is no one better qualified than Fiona to offer fantastic tax planning advise and 
she is simply lovely to work with. fiona@grant-jonesaccountancy.com


